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General Tips

	Rule 1
	Use concrete rather than vague, wordy language.

	Examples
	Vague 
	The images on the urn are images that related to seasons may have specific meaning.

	
	Concrete
	The images of spring on the urn are symbols of new life.

	
	
	Avoid over using “could/can, should, may, would.” 

	Rule 2 
	Use active voice whenever possible. Active voice means the subject is performing the verb.

	Examples
	Active
	Keats wrote the poem in the spring of 1919.

	 
	Passive
	The poem was written by Keats in the spring of 1919.


	Rule 3 
	Avoid overusing there is, there are, it is, it was, etc.

	 
	Example
	There is a metaphor in the first stanza that examines the theme.

	
	Correction
	A metaphor in the first stanza examines the theme.

	
	Example
	It is important to understand Romantic poetry before examining Keats’ poetry.

	
	Correction
	Before examining Keats’ poetry, it is important to learn about Romantic poetry.

	
	Better
	One should study the Romantic era before examining Keats’ poetry. (Active voice, less repetition)

	
	Example
	There are some poetic devices that must be examined.

	
	Correction
	Some poetic devices must be examined.

	
	Better
	The poetic devices create vivid images. (assertive)


In general, over using forms the “to be” verb is problematic. Try verbs that indicate action, such as create, demonstrate, highlights, develops, criticizes, depicts, portrays, characterizes, emphasizes, indicates, argues, suggests—see more by clicking here   

	Rule 4 
	Write about Literature in the present tense.

	 
	Correct 
	Keats says that “Truth is Beauty.”

	
	Incorrect
	Keats said that “Truth is Beauty.”


	Rule 5 
	Use varying sentence types and patterns. As well, use transitions and hooks to maintain coherence. 

	 
	
	Keats is concerned with the nature of the imagination. In “Ode on a Grecian Urn,” he argues that because objects of artistic beauty engage the imagination, they are also objects of truth. His argument stems from his belief that rational thought and creative thought are equal in value. He has been critiqued harshly for this assertion. However, Keats’ argument has merit when it is examined in the context of the Romantic tradition. For example, . . .    


	Rule 6 
	If you start a sentence with an action, place the actor immediately after or you will have created the infamous dangling modifier (DM). 

	 
	Correct
	While moving around the urn, the speaker immerses the reader in the engraved images. 

	
	Incorrect
	While moving around the urn, the reader is immersed in the engraved images. (who is moving around?)

	
	Incorrect
	As a romantic poet, it is natural to write about nature and the imagination. 

	
	Correct
	As a romantic poet, Keats writes about nature and the imagination.


	Rule 7 
	Place modifiers near the words they modify. (MM)


	 

	Correct 

	Through the wedding image in the second stanza, Keats introduces a paradox of life and art.

		Incorrect

	Through the wedding image, Keats introduces a paradox of life and art in the second stanza.


	


	Rule 8 
	Academic Diction: use 3rd person, avoid imitating a pretentious tone or using lofty, “big word” language; avoid jargon, slang, clichés and colloquialisms, avoid gendered language and stereotypes; avoid contractions where possible. 

	 
	
	


Topics

What kinds of topics are good ones?

The best topics are ones that originate out of your own reading of a work of literature, but here are some common approaches to consider:

· A discussion of a work's characters: are they realistic, symbolic, historically-based?

· A comparison/contrast of the choices different authors or characters make in a work.
· A reading of a work based on an outside philosophical perspective (Ex. how a Freudian would read Hamlet?)

· A study of the sources or historical events that occasioned a particular work (Ex. comparing G.B. Shaw's Pygmalion with the original Greek myth of Pygmalion)

· An analysis of a specific image occurring in several works (Ex. the use of moon imagery in certain plays, poems, novels)

· A "deconstruction" of a particular work (Ex. unfolding an underlying racist worldview in Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness)

· A reading from a political perspective (Ex. how would a Marxist read William Blake's "London"?)

· A study of the social, political, or economic context in which a work was written — how does the context influence the work?

A debatable thesis statement

Like any argument paper you have ever written, you must have a specific, detailed thesis statement that reveals your perspective, and, like any good argument, your perspective must be one which is debatable. 

Examples
You would not want to make an argument of this sort:

Shakespeare's Hamlet is a play about a young man who seeks revenge. 

This statement is basically just a summary and is hardly debatable. 

A better thesis would be this:

Hamlet experiences internal conflict because he is in love with his mother.
You also want to avoid a thesis statement like this:

Spirituality means different things to different people. King Lear, “The Book of Romans,” and Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance each view the spirit differently.
Again, the statement says nothing that's not already self-evident. An essay should find certain works or authors that, while they may have several differences, do have some specific, unifying point. That point is your thesis.

A better thesis would be this:

King Lear, “The Book of Romans,” and Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance each view the soul as the center of human personality. 
Then you prove it, using examples from the texts that show that the soul is the center of personality.

Pitfalls: 
Choosing too many ideas.
Choosing an idea without any support.

Introductions and Conclusions
Introduction Funnel 





Ideas
	1. Quotation, interesting fact, analogy, anecdote.

	2. Reveal topic and perhaps background/historical information, discipline of study or perspective.

	3. Mention opposing ideas or debated issue/problem related to topic; why the topic is important. 

	4. Transition into your specific topic and/or perspective.

	5. Thesis / argument.






1. General / Attention Grabber






  2. General topic context






    3. Present problem/issue


         4. Specific topic






      5. Thesis



Example:


Plato once suggested that the “result of tragedy is artistic expression” (476). This is certainly true for Pablo Picasso. In 1901, his closest friend, Carlos Casagemas, committed suicide, an event which shocked the young artist and drove him into a deep, guilt-laden depression. Indeed, in the aftermath of this tragedy, Picasso became superstitious of anything associated with death, an obsession which was reflected not just in his often discussed "blue period" paintings, but throughout his life. Arguably the most important work of his “blue period” is the 1903 painting Picasso executed in response to Casagemas' death, paradoxically titled La Vie [Life]. La Vie develops the three distinctive motives that inform most of his later paintings: his ambivalent view of women, his obsession with death, and his intensely subjective viewpoint.
Introduction Pitfalls to Avoid:

· Clichés (“beauty is in the eye of the beholder”)

· Sweeping generalizations (“since the beginning of time”)
· Stating the obvious (“everyone experiences truth at some point . . .“)

· Dictionary definitions (“the dictionary defines truth as . . .”

· Saying what you are going to say (“this essay will show how . . . ) 

Remember: the Funnel method is not the only way to write an introduction. It does, however, provide you with a basic formula that will serve you well in most academic endeavors. 

Conclusions

	1. Revisit your thesis but DO NOT SIMPLY REPEAT IT. 

	2. link your essay/argument to a broader context of your area of study, meaning how is what you have argued important to the outside world? Your conclusion should answer the question: Why does this topic matter? What significance does it have beyond this particular essay? 

	3. Give a sense of completion: give readers closure:
· Call for action

· Give a solution or recommendation

· Speculate on the future of the topic
· tie-back to anecdote, quote or material from introduction.









   1. 

  2. 






  3.

Example:


Historically, it is clear that a profound change took place for Picasso after 1901, a change that originates in tragedy. Had Picasso not been thrown into the dark depth of depression, his work would not be dominated by his subjective viewpoints and images of death and women. As well, since these three distinctive motives make his work easily identifiable, one can also conclude that the depression suffered as a result of his friend’s tragic death is also responsible for his success. Of course, this leaves us a moral artist dilemma: is it right to continue creating and revering “Art” that is inspired by the suffering of others? Maybe Plato is right, but given that much of today’s most moving pieces of artwork, literature and photography are coming from places like Iraq and Afghanistan, perhaps “Art” is less about “artist expression” and more about the way the human spirit copes with the reality of unyielding tragedy.  
Conclusion Pitfalls to Avoid:

· do not repeat your thesis and arguments (don’t mirror)

· don’t preach
· don’t be too emotional or dramatic 
· do not introduce new evidence  

