General Design Tips for Posters and Slides

· Use colour to influence mood and emotion. The colours for type, illustrations and backgrounds influence the way they are perceived. Here is a basic guide to using colour in your presentations: 

Red – excitement, alert (do not use for text, though)
Green – growth
Yellow – confidence, warmth, wisdom 
Purple – dignity, sophistication
White – professionalism, new, innocence
Blue – truth, trust, justice
Black – authority, strength 
Orange – action, optimism
Brown – friendliness, warmth 
Grey – integrity, maturity

· Apply appropriate typestyles for readability. For hand-outs or take-home material, print the paragraph copy in a serif typestyle. This style has been proven to be 30% easier to read. Type that is projected on a screen, using a slide, overhead or multimedia projector, should be in sans serif type. That’s because in the projection process letters lose some of their sharpness, and serif type can look muddy when projected. 

This is "Times Roman." It is a serif type. Notice the tiny scrollwork on the ends of each letter.
This is "Arial." It is a sans serif type. It does not have the tiny scrollwork on the ends of each letter.

· Use contrasting colours for text to improve readability. For example, Black on white (this paper) or blue on black. Stay away from 

· Include photographs to inject realism. The more true to life you make the issue you are presenting, the better your audience will understand and identify with it. Remember the impact you can add by using photos or video of people on location, using products or talking to the audience. 

· Insert illustrations to clarify or emphasize. If your topic is complex, an illustration lets you simplify the way it looks. Also, illustrations allow you to show exploded views or views normally not seen, such as interiors. 

Tips for poster design

Technical guidelines: Layout[image: image1.jpg]


 

Plan your layout carefully. Layout includes

· Headings and subheadings. 

· Organising the information into sections. 

· There should be balance and simplicity. 

· Deciding where you want to add graphics, photographs, graphs, etc. 

· Do not try to present too much detail. Less is more. 

· Leaving enough white space - don't clutter the poster, it should have a clean and simple layout. 

· Provide your name and contact details for people that might want to discuss it with you. 

· Information should flow (viewing sequence) by column or by row, as in the following examples: 
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	Hint: A numbering system in your poster will help your audience to follow the flow of the information easily.

	Hint: Cut all your sections out in real size and place them on a table. This will help you to move and rearrange sections until you are happy with the final product. 


