POSITIVE TONE/ATTITUDE WORDS

	light-hearted
	hopeful
	exuberant
	enthusiastic

	confident
	cheery
	optimistic
	loving

	amused
	elated
	sympathetic
	compassionate

	complimentary
	passionate
	proud
	


NEGATIVE TONE/ATTITUDE WORDS

Anger:

	angry
	disgusted
	outraged

	furious
	wrathful
	bitter

	irritated
	indignant
	threatening

	accusing
	condemnatory
	inflammatory


Humour/Irony/Sarcasm:

	scornful
	disdainful
	condescending

	sarcastic
	cynical
	patronising

	critical
	facetious
	mock-heroic

	satiric
	sardonic
	mock-serious

	bantering
	irreverent
	pompous

	taunting
	insolent
	whimsical

	ironic
	flippant
	

	amused
	contemptuous
	


Sorrow/Fear/Worry:

	sombre
	elegiac
	melancholic

	sad
	disturbed
	mournful

	solemn
	serious
	apprehensive

	concerned
	fearful
	despairing

	gloomy
	sober
	foreboding

	hopeless
	staid
	resigned


NEUTRAL TONE/ATTITUDE WORDS

	formal
	objective
	incredulous
	nostalgic

	ceremonial
	factual
	shocked
	reminiscent

	restrained
	clinical
	baffled
	sentimental

	detached
	questioning
	disbelieving
	

	
	instructive
	urgent
	

	
	matter-of-fact
	
	

	
	informative
	
	

	
	authoritative
	
	


Principles for Writing about Themes
1.
There is no set method for determining theme. Sometimes we may discover theme by examining (a) the way in which the main character/speaker has changed or what he or she has learned, and (b) the nature of the central conflict/idea.
2.
Theme must be expressed in the form of a statement (a sentence or several sentences). Single words, such as “guilt,” or phrases, such as “appearance versus reality,” are topics. The theme is the author/poet’s idea(s) about the topic. It is useful to identify several topics introduced by the text and then determine what the author argues about this topic.
3.
A theme is a generalization about life. Words such as the following are useful when writing theme statements: people, a person, individuals, an individual, someone. Warning: A theme should not be so general that it says nothing. For example, the statement “The effects of risk taking can be positive or negative” is so broad that it says very little. Hint: To overcome this, ask the question, “In the text what are the positive effects of risk taking, and what are the negative effects of risk taking?” Or ask, “Why is risk taking positive, and why is risk taking negative?”

4.
Avoid absolutes and sweeping generalizations. Words to be avoided include the following: all, every, always, and never. In other words, never say “never.” Instead, try words and phrases such as the following: usually, sometimes, frequently, most of the time, often, hardly ever.
5.
The theme should not be reduced to a cliché, a trite, overused saying, such as “Don’t judge a book by its cover.”
6.
Usually, a well-written text has more than one topic and more than one theme.
7.
It is useful to mention the title and author of a text in a theme statement. For example, “In (title), (the author’s full name) develops the idea(s) that….”
